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Introduction

Author of Chapter Summaries and Activities for Learning
Rebekah Blankenship earned her BA in History with honors from Georgia State 

University before completing an interdisciplinary MA at King’s College London. 

While in London, Ms. Blankenship was employed as a historical research assistant 

for the New York Times Best Seller Face Paint: The Story of Makeup. She worked 

in an archiving and historical research capacity helping to provide accessible yet 

academic historical content for social media audiences. She continues to be 

engaged in a variety of nonfiction research and copywriting projects. 

Reviewers
Dr. Brenda Williams has taught in Columbia County Schools for twenty-three years. She 

earned her bachelor’s degree at Welch College in Nashville, Tennessee, and her master’s 

degree in Middle Grades Education at Augusta University in Augusta, Georgia. She earned 

both her specialist degree and doctorate degree in Teaching and Learning at Liberty 

University. Dr. Williams has been a member of Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society and has 

published an article in The Clearing House: A Journal of Educational Strategies. Dr. Williams 

has also presented at the American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting.

Christopher Mercer has taught in the Savannah-Chatham County Public School System 

for twenty-three years. He has a BS in Education from the State University of New York 

at Cortland, an MA in History from Armstrong State University, an EdS in Educational 

Technology from Lesley University, and a Leadership Certificate from the University of 

Georgia. He has been SCCPSS’s social studies teacher specialist, the Teaching American 

History project director, and the K-12 social studies program manager. 

An understanding of World Studies helps 
Georgians see their connections to other 
people around the world. 
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To the Students
Welcome to your second year of World Studies, a two-year course to help Georgia’s 

students learn more about the world in which they live. For this book, the focus is on three 
important regions in the world: Southwest Asia (Middle East), Africa, and Southern and 
Eastern Asia. You will learn about the geography and history of several focus countries. 
You will also learn about government and economics in the focus countries today. 

You might wonder why it is important to study other countries in the world. As a 
person who lives in the state of Georgia in the United States, you do not live very close 
to any of these other countries. However, Georgians today are connected closely to the 
whole world. You have goods such as clothing or electronics that have been manufactured 
in other countries and sold in your state. You may have family members who work for 
businesses that depend on trade with other countries. You live in a country that works 
with governments around the world, and the United States military defends our country 
from sites around the globe.

From just about anywhere in Georgia you only have to look in the sky to see more evi-
dence of your state’s connections to the world—jets carrying goods and people to faraway 
destinations. Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport is key to these connections. 
The airport is the world’s busiest with more than 900,000 flights carrying over 100,000,000 
passengers and nearly 650,000 tons of cargo each year. Millions of these passengers and 
tons of cargo are traveling to other countries in the world. The port cities of Savannah 
and Brunswick also connect our state with the larger world. These ports support jobs for 
369,000 Georgians! 

As a citizen of Georgia in the twenty-first century, you will have many opportunities 
to connect to the larger world. What you learn in this book will help you as you continue 
your life’s journey.

Enjoy this adventure!
Sincerely,
The Clairmont Press Team

The Port of Savannah is important for 
Georgia’s trade with world markets. The 
total economic impact of Georgia’s ports 
on the state’s economy is about $84 billion 
per year. Georgia’s ports support more than 
369,000 jobs and about $20.4 billion in 
personal income per year.
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Ancillary Products
To get the most out of your textbook, you need to know about its 

features and its organization. In addition, you need to know about any 
extra study aids that support your learning. This book has a number 
of great resources to help you learn more as a Georgia student in the 
World Studies courses. 

eBook
The eBook version of World Studies for Georgia Students contains all 

the great content of the print text. There are advantages to the eBook, 
however, including the ability to access your book from many types of 
Internet-connected devices. Whether your school has a full-access BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) program 
or simply allows PODs (Personally Owned Devices), you will be ready with the eBook both in and out of the 
classroom. Whether you need to read in the classroom, on the school bus, or at the ball field, our eBook is 
ready. The eBook contains links to audio recordings, websites, online encyclopedia entries, primary source 
documents, video clips, online puzzles, online practice assessments, and workbook pages.

MyWorldStudies.com
As a student user of this text, your teacher will provide you 

with login information for the myworldstudies.com website. 
This online tool gives you links to some great resources such 
as the following:

• Audiobook
• Guided Reading
• Hyperlinks
• Internet Activities
• Online Textbook
• Presentations
• Puzzles
• QuickNotes
• Self-Checking Quizzes
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Features

MyWorldStudies.com
This website is available during your year using 

this textbook. Your teacher will give you the password 
needed to access these great resources. From this site, 
you will have access to the following online resources: 

Online Textbook
Never worry again about leaving your book at 

school. There is no need to carry it home with you. If 
you have Internet access, you will have access to your 
student textbook. All the pages of your printed text are 
available online in digital format. You will be able to 
view the pages with your web browser or with Adobe 
Reader software.

Audiobook
Sometimes it is a challenge to read a textbook. May-

be you learn better when you can hear the material 
rather than see it on paper. A professionally read audio 
version of the textbook is just a click away if you have 
Internet access.

Internet Activities
Web-based research can give you a greater under-

standing of the world. With these Internet activities, 
you will have the opportunity to dig a little deeper into 
some of the topics you are studying. Some of them may 
be a bit challenging, but they will help you think about 
life in our world in new and different ways.

QuickNotes
To go along with each chapter and each presentation, 

you have access to pages that you can use for taking 
notes. You will find the key concepts from each chapter 
and section on the QuickNotes handout. Plus, there are 
blank lines for you to add your own notes. Use high-
lighters and/or markers and pens to focus your attention 
on the information most important to your learning.

 

PowerPoint Presentations
For each chapter, your teacher has been provided a 

PowerPoint presentation to adapt for classroom use. You 
also have access to these presentations. Each section of 
each chapter has been summarized on a slide. You will 
find that, by studying these slides to preview and review 
your classroom learning, you will remember more of 
the most important concepts being taught. 

Puzzles
Online puzzles will help you to learn vocabulary 

and key facts. You receive a score instantly so you can 
check your learning. Play again, if needed, to improve 
your score.

Hyperlinks
There are many resources on the Web to provide 

additional information on the topics you study. We have 
provided links to some of those to help you expand your 
learning on topics that interest you. 

Guided Reading
Sometimes it is a challenge to find the key facts in 

the chapter of a textbook. Using the Guided Reading 
resource, you can focus your attention on the text and 
identify important terms that will help bring meaning 
from the words in the book.

Self-Checking Quiz
In order to monitor your learning, take the self-check-

ing quiz. You can take it multiple times. Pay attention to 
any items you miss as a way of improving your learning 
and clearing up misunderstandings.

Features of the Clairmont Press Program
World Studies is about understanding life today and about getting the education you need to be an informed 

citizen of our state for the future. Using the resources in this program, you can learn more and achieve at higher 
levels as you consider how the lives of Georgia’s citizens are connected to people in other places in the world. 
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